Minister Bernier,
September 30th marks the end of the Federal Governments financial contribution to “The Community Access Program (CAP).” 

While contracts don’t end until December 31st, Industry Canada's extension of their contracts with CAP service agencies for 3 months between October 1st and December 31st is made possible, in fact, by the dedication of literally thousands of Canadians to provide what is an essential service to literally millions of Canadians in the modern age – access to the Internet.  
Indeed, over and over again this service, a network of 3,600 computer access sites across the country (a larger footprint than Starbucks and Tim Horton’s combined) has been made possible by the very real financial and voluntary contribution of thousands of organizations and individuals of an amount equal to that of federal contributions.  In effect, your Department's offer of an extension of time gives your Government three months free.

Why the dedication? The CAP networks strive to ensure that all Canadians have access to:

· A level playing field for personal growth and community development

· Essential government services
· Essential markets for their business

· Family and cultural enrichment that is a hallmark of Canadian Citizenry.

That dedication is proof of the consistent waves of need for the disadvantaged to gain effective use of the internet in support of their daily lives.
The CAP program is more than hardware and Internet access.  It is support and training in effective Internet use.  It ensures that every Canadian can learn about the impact of Internet Protocol on their daily lives in their own way and are therefore able to make their own choices about use.
Also set to expire at this time is the “The Community Access Program Youth Initiative (CAPYI)”. CAPYI targets youth and allows them the opportunity to develop marketable skills relevant to our technological society. In many cases the youth interns are the backbone to the successful operation of the CAP sites.
The leaders in CAP have leveraged over 20,000 partnerships and 150 million dollars each year to provide this essential service – to bridge this gap – to enable Canadians to maintain essential connections with their community, family, business partners, and government.  The numbers speak to the need.

We have done our part.  What has the response of governments been? 

Successive governments have assumed that individuals and organizations will foot the bill for what should be an area of Canadian leadership.  Funding to this network was cut 50% in 2004; in 2006 it was cut again by 50% with a contract that extended the obligation of service by an additional 3 months. 
According to the Telecom Review panel in their report commissioned by the liberals and endorsed by the conservatives:  

Market Forces will fill the gap.
· Market forces will ensure that the most impoverished Canadians are able to apply for welfare online?

· Market forces will work in partnership to ensure broad band access in rural and remote Canada?

· Market forces will mentor and train millions of individuals so that they can use the Internet to find the job that enables them to pay for access at home?

· Market forces will work cooperatively to maintain a network of 3,600 sites across Canada and continue to nurturer over 20,000 partnerships and motivate the tens of thousands of volunteers and powerful board members to continue this service?

The ability to effectively use the internet is essential to all Canadians

It is time to rethink telecom policy from the perspective of citizens not customers
It is time to actively protect internet protocol
It is time to invest and show a commitment to millions of Canadians who rely on CAP sites each year.
Please don’t let the CAP infrastructure die – it will cost tens of millions to rebuild.
Together lets leverage community based good will, meet the need, and lead the way to let all Canadians prosper online.
Sincerely,

Xxxxxxxxxxx

CAPPER!!

This email needs to go out from every CAP Site.

It should be followed by emails from clients/users that simply state:

“No more free ride – CAP’s three month offer ends December 31st – what then?”

Let’s hope for thousands of the second email and at least 600+ of the first.
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and instructions to get to the local mp address.

Is there also a way to have emails tabled in the house??????

